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MEMORANDUM TO: Al l  Staff 

FROM:  Director 

SUBJECT:  A s i a - P a c i f i c  Triennial 

This  exh ib i t i on  f o r  1993 is g e n e r a t i n g  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  l eve l  o f  i n t e r e s t  throughout 
A u s t r a l i a  a n d  t h e  A s i a - P a c i f i c  region. 

To  k e e p  s t a f f  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  exhib i t ion ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  a c o p y  o f  a 
bu l l e t i n  f o r  y o u r  information. 

E a r l i e r  t h i s  m o n t h ,  D r  T u r n e r  de l i ve red  a p a p e r  a t  t h e  annua l  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  Art 
Museums  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  in which  t h e  G a l l e r y ' s  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  discussed. 
A c o p y  o f  t h i s  is ava i l ab l e  in t h e  L i b r a r y  f o r  a n y  s t a f f  m e m b e r  sho  would  l ike  t o  read 
it. 

Doug Hall/ DIRECTOR 

Att. 

All correspondence to be addressed to the Director 
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South Bank 
Brisbane 
Australia 

18 August 1992 PO B o x  686 
Sou th  Brisbane 
Queens land  4101 

Te lephone 0 7  2 4 0  7333 

MEMORANDUM TO: All professional staff 

FROM: Deputy Director and Manager, International Programs 

At tached a re  some briefing notes on the  Asia Pacif ic  Triennial for  your in teres t  and 
information. 

Please note  t h a t  these  a r e  for s t a f f  information only and not  for  public release.  If 
you have public enquiries about t he  Triennial, please r e f e r  t h e m  t o  myself, t h e  Asia 
Pacif ic  Project  Officer,  o r  t h e  Promotions Officer. 

However, t he  information contained in these a t tached pages will, I think, br ief  staff 
and bring them up t o  d a t e  on progress with this project. 

0L' . ~4_ "-'~ 
Caroline Turner 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR AND 
MANAGER, INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 

All correspondence to be addressed to the Director 



ASIA-PACIFIC-TRIENNIAL 

The Queensland Art Gallery's Asia-Pacific Triennial is a project of international 
significance to Australia. It is the first major and ongoing exhibition to link the 
contemporary art of Australia, Asia, and the Pacific. Twelve countries and Hong 
Kong will be represented in the inaugural exhibition in 1993 - China, Japan, Korea, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, Indonesia, Papua New 
Guinea, New Zealand and Australia. The Triennial will present the most recent 
contemporary art from these countries, including painting, sculpture, works on 
paper, performance and installation art. The Triennial is not  attempting to exhibit 
traditional art but the most dynamic art of the region engaging in an international 
debate. We plan for over 180 works to be shown in the exhibition by 70 artists. 
Over forty artists, scholars and arts administrators from the Asia-Pacific region will 
attend a Conference and workshops organised to coincide with the exhibition. The 
Gallery believes that the Asia-Pacific Triennial will develop into a major forum for 
the exhibition, promotion and discussion of Australian, Asian and Pacific 
contemporary art. The project, which will bring together artists from Australia and 
the region, offers significant opportunities to increase cultural understanding, and 
establish the ground-work for further cultural exchanges. The Triennial aims to 
provide a forum for the exhibition of distinctive views in contemporary visual arts of 
the region and a key aim of the Triennial is to build a continuing dialogue and 
professional relationships based on mutual respect. The Asia-Pacific Triennial is a 
unique and ground breaking project which will see at  least three major exhibitions 
(1993) 1996, 1999) held in Brisbane. These exhibitions will explore the 
contemporary art of Asia and the Pacific and will present, for the first time, 
Australian and Pacific art in that context. In initiating this event the Queensland 
Art Gallery acknowledges the necessity for Australia to forge closer ties with the 
region and also the dynamism of its contemporary art. The Triennial will raise the 
Australian public's awareness of Asian and Pacific societies through the little- 
explored avenue of their contemporary art and make those countries more familiar 
with Australian contemporary art practice. Because of its significance as the first 
exhibition to bring together the contemporary art of the region, the Triennial is 
already generating substantial international interest and coverage, not only within 
the region but in Europe and North America. The Queensland Art Gallery is 
undertaking this project with the strong support of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade, the Queensland Government and the Australia Council. 

The 1993 Triennial will be the result of two and a half years of investigation by the 
Queensland Art Gallery into the art of Asia and the Pacific. In preparation for the 
exhibition, a national advisory committee has been formed consisting of: Doug Hall, 
Director, Queensland Art Gallery; Caroline Turner, Deputy Director and Manager, 
International Programs, Queensland Art Gallery; David Williams, Director of the 
Canberra School of Art; Neil Manton, Director of S.E. Asia and the Pacific of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Cultural Relations Branch; and Alison 
Carroll, visual arts consultant of Asialink, Melbourne. As well, individual selectors 



have been appointed for each country. Queensland Art Gallery curatorial staff and 
selectors have at  this stage of the project visited all the countries to be represented 
in the event. They have been assisted in selecting works by advisory groups of local 
scholars in each country. The Triennial, however, is not about "official" art and the 
final decision on selections is being made in Australia with a view to including the 
most interesting contemporary art of the region. As well as the exhibition catalogue, 
a separate book is also being produced with essays by leading scholars from the 
region. Substantial interest in the project has already been demonstrated from 
within the region. 

Important themes emerging from the art include ecological degradation, urbanization 
and its effects within traditional socities, tradition and change within rapidly 
diversifying economies, religious revivalism (eg. Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia) 
and a search for cultural identity in the face of internationalism in art. The political 
issues are less overt but much of the art is socially and politically aware and artists 
treat issues such as "power" and the position of women in society. 

One significant factor in the exhibition and associated publications is the coverage 
not only of  contemporary Asian art but also of contemporary Polynesian art (New 
Zealand: Maori and Samoan), Melanesian art, (Papua New Guinea) and the 
Aboriginal art of  Australia. 

Queensland Art Gallery 
August 1992 



34. Describe the likely benefit of your project 

• International cultural interchange of ideas 

• Increased knowledge of the art of the region in Australia 

• Increased knowledge of Australian contemporary art in the region 

• Increased knowledge of Australian contemporary art internationally through book, 
catalogue and interest generated by an event of such international significance 

• Promotion of Australia as an important site for presenting the art of the region 

• Exchange between artists, leading potentially to new ideas in art practice 

35. How does the  project relate to your organisation's purpose and history, or to your 
organisation's exhibition's policy? 

The Queensland Art Gallery has a major commitment to Australian visual art  and to 
international projects and exchange. Since opening in the new Queensland Art Gallery in 
1982 the Gallery has achieved a reputation for the quality of its international exhibitions and 
the Queensland Art Gallery is playing an increasingly important role in initiating and 
bringing to Australia significant international exhibitions. The Triennial reflects the 
Queensland Art Gallery's strong commitment to contemporary art  and builds on successful 
exchanges developed by the Queensland Art Gallery with Japan (the first major exhibition of 
Contemporary Australian Art to go to Japan in 1987; the first major exhibition of 
Contemporary Japanese Art to come to Australia in 1989). 

36. Give detail of  facilities and other support your organisati il on will provide 

The Queensland Art Gallery has made a major commitment to this project, including giving 
over two thirds of Gallery spaces to the exhibition, substantial financial commitment, 
curatorial and other professional expertise, in-house design and editing of the catalogue, and 
set up of the exhibition. The full resources of the Queensland Art Gallery are being 
committed to the success of the project. (See attached budget and summary of financial and 
other commitment to the project.) 

B7. Briefly describe the marketing and promotion strategies planned for this project 

The Queensland Art Gallery is working with other institutions at Government and non- 
Government level to promote the project widely throughout the region. The Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade has provided strong support through overseas posts. The Gallery 
has published a Bulletin in five Asian languages which has been widely distributed in the 
region and substantial coverage of the event has already been achieved internationally. (See 
attached marketing and promotional strategy.) 

38. Are there other activies planned to coincide with the project; such as openings, lectures, 
forums, etc. 

A major conference will be held in Brisbane at the time of the exhibition. It is planned this 
will be in association with Griffith University. Artists, art historians and critics from 
Australia and the region will take part. An artists' camp is also planned for Australian and 
visiting artists. A series of workshops and artist-in-residencies will take place in Brisbane 
and elsewhere. A video of the exhibition will be made and plans are underway for a support 
film and video program. The Queensland Department of Education has formed a committee 
with the Gallery to place a kit on the Triennial in every Queensland school. (See attached 
Education program summary.) 
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A T S / A W f l U E S  

BUSINESS TIMES, SATURDAY, AUGUST 81992 

Consultative Committee members  responsible for the Asia-Pacific Triennial .  From left: Carroll, Dr T u r n e r ,  Hall, Williams, 
Manton.  Photo cour tesy  of the Queensland Art Gallery, Br i sbane .  
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Exte rna l  v i e w  o f  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  A r t  G a l l e r y  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  o f  B r i s b a n e  in  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  A l s o  to  b e  seen in the 
f o r e g r o u n d  i s  t h e  Gal lery ' s  sculp ture  garden. 

T r i e n n i a l  
e o t o  f o r  

g e  
c l o s e r  A s i a -  P a c i f i c  ties. 

By REDZA PIYADASA ' n  a t  ~1, i ~ i  i i seums,  seemingly schola r ly  and  more  meaningfully un- e - u s  a n  a n d  

e Zealand 
- : - - - - -  

a'-t j o u r n a s  ano the r '  
d e  r rood Tne pic ture  or T - i :  Queens land  Ga1 a r t i s t s  w i l l  b e  s h o w i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h t o s s y  art books 

on Western antsrs, had rnes- 13 C'Ur encly in :-he aildsz of-\sians i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a n e e d  f o r  b o t h  - 
- 

e r s e d  us into oe1 e r g  es a o i i s n T e i c  to dare  cer 

rnakina reDa i . , , r s  a e i d  p "  - d  f ,  

relationships 
- - - -  

- - :  

J'iat everytni ' ig  t h a t  w a s  a nlv needs to be reworked 
F i r s  s i a  ' n a '  c ' V - ' e n z  a l  aflL( --------- ' W f l ' 1 W l 1 j  

w a s  a c  , i a l i i  ar 'd m a d e  m o r n  r e a l  t o  the 

- 
w o r t h w h i l e  

C o ' i  e r - i o  a"v  'k" to e p e r s p e c t i i 1 e s  There are indications 
' " "  

- - - _ . . _ - - '  

c n p l a c e  i n  t h e  Western i O t h  century 
h e l d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 3 ' t  ~ t •11  • - 

a r  " c e n t r e s " .  W e  w e r e  U n -  It s .  p e r h a p s i a  t h i s  light 
i i  m a  k t h e  1 r S L  n i e ,  f l a t  w a t  the 1 s century will, q u i t e  

w i r t  r o y  lulled n r a  b e l i e i  t h a t  o n e  s l o u l d  vje the via- wittingly 

--such a p r s t  g ouaexhImLon.  - - tn " 

the b r i l i a n c e  
a n d  brli 'v o r  t h e  F i r s t  A s i a  Pa 

w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  a m a f d r  A u s  
p o s s i b l y ,  b e  c a l l e d  

the 'Pacific 
- - •  

______ 
o r g a l i c y '  of those West c:flc T n e n n i a l  o f  contempo---- 

t r a h a n  'art m u s e r n L T h e _  
e'-j.i ar t i s ts  anta a r t  r o v e -  ra'- '  a r t "  t h a t  w i l l  open in 

show wilT 5 m g  age l'er the ' 

e a - '  r r e ' ' o e ' - s  r ,vl'o provided , _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

' 

______ a t s  , l ' a t  ",ad been lea- works 
B ' - ' s o a ? ' e  1993 I t  marks 

ne that a major cluded Dr Caroline Turner, the aallery's assistance and mated hy t h e F-u ro - the first tin axt countries: Jaran. Korea,, -.he I a rn pt museum in Australia has Republic of Chin a,-Vie man_-_ bothera_-~i to relate i Eselt': Ca -4 remember, r. 
ua: the Guinea. New -Ze land,~_.ku Pacific bas' That Aus~ ai unn .1960s, ant of:che--DeDar=enr- of- For- ennial has yet, to be made. Dr Berger d g the ef gn - Aff airs - Lia Canberra T=er stated. Chat, furher feeiingtharhe- was nearel.- 1 and Mr- D avid- W. illiams, di- disc,, ssians will liave to be w o r s  o f  a r t  will e ) O  ather h S. s r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C a n b e r r a  m a d e  i n  B r i s b a n e  b e f o r e  the I n t e r r  view of one or the galleries of the  Queens land  Ar t  Ga l le ry  B r i s b a n e .  - :  but  then irrthose a c y s - h e  w a s -  

indicative 
- 

- 
- -  T h e  f i r s t  Tniennia i  as- 

will e -  ' S c f  o L 4 r t .  - final selection. F o r  the  mos t  
' 

- 

- - -  - - 
- '  

dismissed a s  a b o t h e r s o m e  of a need or the 

followed b y  a . 4 e c 0 ' i d  
p a r  t h e  t e a m  i s  looking o r  I ' c i  o e ' - ' - ' g  a " r o e a - i  d s a  J - e  c J  u a l  lnioe'-'atLs"i 'O1.1 c r a n k  when t h e  s a L - 0 s a ' c  D 0 t sides t o  r . .  d,. 

and  a t h i rd  in 999 0 close- T h i s  w a s  h e  team's sec c o n e m p o r a r i  wor'cs e - a s t s  , ' d  a r t -  w o r k s  o C 
a n d  

L O  - ,  
- 

like. 

, O s t ' - a c u o n i s r  r e d u c  o n -  
fine r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  per- 

t he  20th c e ' - t i r v .  These  la  E- o'-d visi t  to M a l a i s i a  An d u c " d  d u ' - n  the a s  ti '  e I ' e  o-vi  a .1" 0 -"-0 e a n  - a o  It s pe i a o s  ironic- that i s t  philosoany in m o d e r i  soectiies 
es  O L e i s  a " c  a e v  earlier visit last y e a  I n c L d  

e a r s  D -  Turner ad "The " e ' i i a l  a- de  _ v  i s a " e  a -  till v e r y  rece'-tv- Asian and ism w a s  a l l  the r a g e  E ie ' - ' ;  M o r e  significantly, the 
r r " r s  v c ' -  4-11 o - c J'e o h e  'wo r " m b e r s  

emphas i s  will b' on rt'e con T - , -  t '-S A i s t r a l i a i  a r n s s  ' - ' n a i n e d  o n e  s e a m s  to- be a P o s t -  Queensland A r t  G a l l e r y  will 
ute  ri'e'- a h e  re,¼ and the C o n s u l t a t i v e  C o m m i t t e  

a a n d  n o t  ' - e c s  
e r s  a ia 

- o b l i v i o u s  o r  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  d e  - M o d e r n i s t " " _ a n d  a 
b e  l e g i t i m a t i n g  the  serious 

h e a l t h y  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a l r e a d y  - M r  D o u g  H a l l ,  d i r e c t o r  o r  n 

sa ilv the historical. The h 
- - -  - s e  - a m e s  w a e  -fl , O the As 41 a n  a r s r e m o o r ,  

v e l o p r n e n t . a  b u t  w e r e  v e r y  " D c o n s t r u c t i o n i s r "  t h e s e  ar t i s t s  of the Asia-Pacific 

aabie about the go- days. Some things7 can s ee gion and also their artistic torical asuects will be opmerics whicn, have, to care, referred to as ?,-he "77-ird kiow!eda- 
those or the Asia P a c  c e i ' -  e d  o Asialink a covered nv a s e o a r a t e  

p u b l i p r o d u c t o n s .  The Queens. a v d  t h e  w a ,  a'- - c ose Wa d r i e a l ' t  t ha  capitads of P '-is London s-on in the Wester7n artto change  hopefully a n d  A '  Gallery will beoffi- 
or' t ha  promotes cu l t u r a l  cation to be e l ea sed  d u r i n g  i f ta  m o r e  m e a n i n g u i l  

the Triennial which will cax- action - 
inte'- ed o oe more  e 101 ' 

New York and Berlin. We 
in the context 0 t I e  990s  

we are perhaps fortunate co- 
C ally '-ecognising artistic 

changes with. Asian coun- betwe-en Aust.-alian he deserved to be 'looked ac-- craditions, not trom the sa- of the ongoing A"'Vmajor scholarly essays on -ir rnav blame all this on an As par d, be allowed a more cornpre Asian- artists and a r-, Modern icy a,,,,d tries. On this second trip, the a 7 :;L s -;I c called "centrie" bur fmm orena ra r ions  b e n g  m a d e ,  - r e a r '  was  also accompanied the overall  a r t i s t ic  deve lop-  institutions, I t  is wor th  re- ' o r r a l  - 
overwhe lming  lie m a d e ,  r. " p e r i p h e r v ' .  But then no- 

t.h_ee m1a-f7lbers of r.n'e five- ments in each country with nial-king thal~ even as r-uro-American dominance by Ms Robyn Bond', rem'-'be C a r s u i t a  i1 COT onaI services coordinator 
r e l e v a n t  i l lustrat ions c ' - t l ' a s  a decade  i o u  " e  

the F-uro-A.,ne bons pertaining to the "cen- ! 
d whitemuch the a-' icai es a o l i s h m e i t  a n d  he and also t h e  d i l e r ' T a  t " a t  t r  a n d  the a e " a h e r y "  are 

c c  responsible a he o the nueens l and  A I - ' C a l  h a v e  chosen a w r i t e r  in each no interactions wnatso 
Prerogative an the o ,  m y t h s  a n d  orren inflated we found ourselves n And also dete'-"mined by political 

Country to present the his- everand a gelne.ral degre.-a or e of us who are far- and economic centiv vis i ted  Malaysia .  Fif-  " torical  overview a n d  the ignorance seems  to have called "Euro-  A m e r i c a n "  a r t  t h e  powerrut  a r t  c en t r e s  or sighted enough a r e  workrng a n d  the  s tory  of Asia 's  
re- 

Ma a i s i a r  a s a d  D u i n g  the r eam ' s  s tay,  publ icauon will t h s  COflSt1 p r e ' a i i e u  n e  w e ' i  both AuS 
' s t a r  c Si-' e ' a  '-I e lped  the West F u r h e  the r i p e  to correct  the pic u r e  rat.i'e emergence has  only lus t  be 

been shor t - l i s ted  and  they visits were t r a d e  to the Na-  t u t e  a m a j o r  documenrat ron  :a1ians a n d  Asians.  I would r e n o r e  s u c h  p r e - c o r i -  a n d  the  c r a s s  commerc ra l -  the s tory  of a r t s  confronta-  gun,  a s  w e  a r e  about  to close 
were  vis i ted in t he i r  s tudios tional Arc-Gallery Gal lery  o f  M a l a y -  o f  the modern  a r t  develop-  not be w r o n g  in suggesting c e v e d  assumpt ions .  T h e  s a d  ism o f  t h e  w e l l - o r g a n i s e d  d o n  w i t h  m o d e r n i t y -  a sto- the- 20th- century.  There  are a'-'d interviewed.. L , t . _ s i a  The team liaised with m e n t a  of count r ies  in tne tha t  the  white Austral ian th -ig vas tha t  for a o r g  Wester'-i a r t  mar<e r ,  L i k e d  ry tha t  i s ,  in fac,- ,a 'bout a indications t h a t  the 21st ceo visited A sepa- .  artist b y  a n d  l a rge  has t:me, w e  Asians also t e -  to a c o m p l e x  n e t w o r k  of global pheiicmeri r h t  has t u r y  wilL q u i t e  o o i b l v ,  be 
Periarig. - -  

- tor, P u a n - W a i r a h  Mar tuk i .  r a t e  exhibit ion c a t a l o g u e  v i e w e d  h i m s e l f  a s  e s s e n t i a l -  l i e - -ea  t !  C a l l  it the r e s u t  or pres t ig ious  Western art mu- yet to be properly expla ined  called the-Paci f ic  century" - 
- - - -  
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Queensland Cultural Centre 
Our ref :  DIR South Bank 

C T d b  Brisbane 
Australia 

P 0  Box 3686 
South Brisbane 
Queensland 4101 

1 October  1993 Telephone 07 840 7333 

Facsimile 07 844 8865 

MEMORANDUM TO: All staff 

FROM: Deputy Director and Manager, International Programs 

SUBJECT: Philippines ar t i s t  - Nune Alvarado 

The Philippines art ist ,  Nune Alvarado, is organising a small benef i t  a r t  show for 
Roberto Villanueva a t  Bob Mercer's house on this Saturday afternoon (2 October) 
a t  4.30 p.m. 

Bob Mercer 's  address is: 61 Norman Street ,  Eas t  Brisbane. 

All , á I ) w e l c o m e  
t o  attend. 

I U 
: 

Caroline Turner 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR AND 
MANAGER, INTERNATIONL PROGRAMS 


