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FOREWORD 

Capta in  Ivor Hele is a o u n g  South Austral ian w h o  h a d  inany important 
achievements to his credit before this war  began. H e  won the Melrose prize 
three times, the  South Austral ian Centennial  prize in 1936, a n d  the New South 
Wales Sesquicentennial prize in 1938. 

Enlist ing as a private in  the A.l.F., h M e went to the i(Idle East wi th  the 
2 /48 th  Bat tal ion and,  though t ra ined a n d  ready to serve as a n  infantryman, he 
cherished the  hope  tha t  he  would  get the oppor tuni ty  to work as it war  artist. 
T h i s  oppor tuni ty  was given h i m  by General  Blarney early i n  1941, and,  after 
working wi th  the  Austral ian Forces in  N o r t h  Africa, he  came back to Australia 
a t  the  e n d  of tha t  year to complete a series of paintings i n  which lie recorded 
his impressions of the war  i n  Libya. 

Cap ta in  Hele arrived in New Guinea  i n  1943, a t  the t ime when the Aus- 
tralians h a d  taken the offensive against the Japanese. After  recording the 
t remendous feat of the  Austral ian army engineers in  the  construction of the 
Buhldog-\\Tau Road,  he  served wi th  a n  independent  company a n d  a n  infantry 
bat ta l ion operat ing i n  the Bobdubi-Salamaua area. Whi l e  i n  New Guinea  lie 
made  some sixty drawings, a n d  six paintings in  oils, and,  o n  his r e tu rn  to 

Aus- 

tralia pa in ted  a series of pictures in  which he  sought to  epitomize his 
impres- 

sions o f  these operations. T h e  collection therefore illustrates the full range oh 
work (lone by a n  artist d u r i n g  a t o u r  of du ty  in the field as well as carefully 
considered works based o n  his field notes. 
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I N I ) E P F N l ) F ; N ' I '  ( : O \ I P A N \  SERIES 

F r o m  W a n  t o  Sala t i ia  u a  t h e  Japanese 'ivere (Iriveti h ick  in a campaign as I1ai'(I 
as at iv  i n  N e w  G u i n e a .  W e l l  a r ) n e d ,  f r e q u e n t l y  r e i n f o r c e d ,  a n d  s k i l l e d  i n  the 
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  O n  t h e  r a z o r - b a c k  r idges ,  t h e y  w e r e  h a r d  lv 
m o r e  l o r i l l i ( I a I ) l e  t han  t h e  t r o p i c a l  j u n g l e .  T h e  A u s t r a l i a n s  w e r e  w e t  f o r  weeks 

at  a t i m e  in the s t e a n l i n g  r a i n  clouds; the native tracks were knee-deep i n  mud; 

malaria a 11(1 o t h e r  t r o p i c a l  d i s e a s e s  w e r e  a ( ' o u s t  a n t  danger. 

F i g h t i n g  p a t r o l s  m o v e d  b e t w e e n  g r e e n  w a l l s  w h i c h  conipletelv hid eneln\ 
ac t iv i ty .  N o  o n e  k n e w  if t h e  n e x t  l)Cnd concealed a s n i p e r ,  a n  a m b u s h  p"', 
o r  a b o  l v  trap, an(l t h i s  r i sk  i t i c r e a s e d  a s  o u r  troops f o l l o w e d  t h e  retreating 
Japanese. But the Australians were quick t o  t u r n  t h e  e i i e i i i y s  o w n  weapons 
against 11111). P a t r o l s  set  b o o b y  traps even in the J a p t t e s c  c a m p s ;  ra i ( l i l lg  parties 
d i s o r g ' a n  y i s e d  t h e i r  s u p p l  l i n e s ;  the swi f tness  a n d  s i l ence  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  Aits 
t r ah ian  ambushes struck helped t o  d e s t r o y  J a p a n e s e  morale. 

F i g h t i n g  was no t  t h e  o n l y  task.  S u p p l y  l i n e s  h a d  t o  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  dropping 
g r o u n d s  f o r  f o o d  a n d  ainmuni t io i r  prel)arc(l, and  w o u n d e d  a n d  s ick  treated 
and  evacuated, no  easy t a s k  w h e n  m e n  h a d  t o  h e  c a r r i e d  o v e r  m i l e s  ol (lifficult 
jungle t r a c k s  b y  n a t i v e  hea re r s ,  o r  make t h e i r  o w n  w a y  h a c k  when they were 
w a l k i n g  w01111(led. 

I n  t h i s  ser ies  o f  sketches ,  m a d e  w h e n  h e  w a s  w i t h  t h e  2 / 3 1 1 1  Independent 
C o m p a n y ,  C a p t a i n  H e l e  shows  scenes  t y p i c a l  o f  t h o s e  h a r d  ( l a y s  when the 
A u s t r a l i a  u s  w e r e  c l o s i n g  i l l  l o t  t h e  Final blow which was t o  r e d u c e  Salaniaua 
a n d  c l e a r  t h e  w a y  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  H u o n  Gulf. 
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AC l I O N  SERIES 

I n  t i l l S  s e r i e s  of o i l s  the a r t i s t  h a s  endeavoured t o  d e p i c t  t h e  seq  tieiice o f  eveilts 
111 a j u n g l e  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t w o  J a p a n e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  l i l l i be r e ( i  K n o l l '  and 
' O l d  Vickers ' ' ,  ill t h e  B o b d u h i  a r e a  o i  281h-291h Jiths I 943. 

I iie f i r s t  f ) i c t  t i l e  s h o w s  t h e  2 / 31(1 I 11(lej)en(leii 1 C o ) I i i  j i a n y  I oi ' i i i ing (if) 1)(41 111d 
N a m l i n g  Ridge earls' i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  p r i o r  to a s s a u l t i n g  T i m b e r e d  K n o l l .  This 
i s  f o l l o w e d  by two depict ing early phases Of t h e  8 /  59111 Battalion's attack on 
) l d  Vickers .  Al icr  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  had  l)ee11 g a i n e d  t h e  w o u n d e d  were collected, 

a n d  a i i i e m i ) e r  of the ()t 11 is seeii a w a i t i n g  t i le  arrival o f  stl'eichier-l)earei's. 
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D u r i n g  COflSOli(latiofl t h e  cnemNi d e a d  were r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  f o x h o l e s  and 
l a t e r  i n  t h e  (lay, as  r a i n  a n d  e v e n i n g  m i s t  w e r e  c o m i n g  d o w n ,  t h e  Australian 
d e a d  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n  f o r  b u r i a l .  T h e  f inal  p i c t u r e  s h o w s  t h r e e  w a l k i n g  wounded 
o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  C o m p a n y  m a k i n g  t h e i r  p a i n f u l  w a y  b a c k  t o  b : i e  after 
s eve ra l  (Li) s in t h e  jungle. 
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