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INTRODUCTION By E. A. Ferjuson 

Meeting W .  G. G r a n t  w a s  a n  inspiration. His outlook o n  life a n d  a r t  w a s  g a y  a n d  adventur- 

ous; h i s  a p p r o a c h  to p rob lems  w a s  courageous ;  a n d  his  belief i n  the  v a l u e  of g r e a t  a r t  was 
boundless. 

In m y  opinion, h e  w a s  p e r h a p s  t he  mos t  potent  s ingle influence in Q u e e n s l a n d  Art Gallery 
circles in recent  yea r s ,  b e c a u s e  h e  bel ieved,  pass ionate ly ,  tha t  the  function of a Public Art 
Ga l l e ry  is to e n a b l e  p e o p l e  to s e e  t he  b e s t  works  of g r e a t  artists. H e  strove to b u y  for the 
Ga l l e ry  ma jo r  paint ings  of the  Aus t ra l i an  Artists a n d  to permit  those  pa in t ings  to work  their 
magic. 

Like al l  pioneers,  h e  found the  p a t h w a y  in a r t  s t rewn with obstacles.  In his  e a r l y  d a y s  as 
a n  artist, there  w a s  a poor  Art  Gal lery ,  m e a g r e  funds  for pa in t ings  a n d  a n  uninformed public 
w h o  b o u g h t  f ew  pictures. H e  w a s  su re  s u c c e s s  w o u l d  come,  not for himself a s  artist, but 
for the  Q u e e n s l a n d  Nat ional  Art Gallery. 

A s  a Trustee of the  Gallery,  h e  suppor ted  e v e r y  progress ive  move;  h e  w a s  confident  that, 
in the  not  v e r y  dis tant  future, w e  in Q u e e n s l a n d  wou ld  h a v e  a wor thy Art G a l l e r y  a n d  a 
wor thy  a r t  collection. 

I a d m i r e d  his  att i tude towards  the  public. H e  k n e w  tha t  his  o w n  a r t  work  w o u l d  not, during 
his  lifetime, a p p e a l  to m a n y  of them, bu t  h e  k n e w  h e  w a s  right a n d  h e  kep t  o n  keeping 

o n  a n d  pa in t ing  to the  end. 

I a m  p l e a s e d  that  this Memoria l  Exhibition h a s  b e e n  a r r a n g e d  a t  the  suggest ion of o u r  Direc- 
tor, Robert Haines. 

It is a tribute to a g r e a t  artist a n d  a gen t leman.  It will, I hope ,  e n a b l e  Q u e e n s l a n d e r s  to ap- 
prec ia te  tha t  a n  artist of qua l i ty  l ived with t h e m  for m o r e  t h a n  half  a cen tury  a n d  h a s  now 
p a s s e d  on. I trust tha t  the  publ ic  will s e e  his  works  a n d  c o m e  to en joy  them a s  those  of us 
w h o  k n e w  h i m  did. 

In his  works  of a r t  h e  still lives. His h a p p y  personali ty;  h i s  s e n s e  of humour;  a n d ,  a b o v e  all, 
his  k e e n  apprec ia t ion  of b e a u t y  in  a l l  its forms a r e  there  for all  to see.  I w i s h  this Grant 
Memorial  Exhibition e v e r y  success. 

AN APPRECIATION By C. H. Lancaster 

The la te  W .  G. G r a n t  c a n  r ightly b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  of Q u e e n s l a n d ' s  outs tanding  artists. 

H e  w a s  essent ia l ly  a n  individualist, not  t ied to a n y  School or  fashion of t he  moment ,  but 
a l w a y s  followed h is  o w n  line of thought, whilst  n e v e r  losing sight of the  fundamen ta l  

prin- 

ciples govern ing  al l  g rea t  art. 

His v i ews  o n  a r t  w e r e  s o u n d  a n d  his  a p p r o v a l  of the  work  of h i s  fellow artists w a s  much 
sought  after, a n d  if, in his  opinion, this could  riot b e  given,  h i s  na tu re  w a s  such  tha t  h e  never 
s a id  a n  unk ind  w o r d  abou t  a n y  work, p rov ided  tha t  it w a s  a s incere effort. 

H e  w a s  a life m e m b e r  of the  Roya l  Q u e e n s l a n d  Art Society a n d  w a s  o n e  of its e a r l y  Treasur- 
ers; a m e m b e r  of the  Darnell  F ine  Arts Commit tee  of the  University of Q u e e n s l a n d ;  a n d  a 
Trustee a n d  m e m b e r  of the  Art Advisory  Commit tee  of t he  Q u e e n s l a n d  Nat ional  Art  Gallery. 

His work  w a s  m u c h  better  a p p r e c i a t e d  in t he  Southern  States, w h e r e  h e  exhibited regularly 
with the  Victorian Artists Society, of wh ich  h e  w a s  a member. 

He  is r ep re sen ted  in the Q u e e n s l a n d  Nat ional  Art Gal lery,  the  Darnell  collection a n d  many 
pr iva te  collections, a n d  time will p r o v e  the  true v a l u e  of h i s  contribution to Q u e e n s l a n d  Art. 
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