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INTRODUCTION 

IVON HITCHENS was born in London in 1893. He was 
educated at Bedales School and studied painting at St. John's 
Wood School of Art and at the Royal Academy Schools. 
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long by 20ft. high. for Cecil Sharp House in Regent's Park Road, 
London. This painting, which took four years to complete, was 
unveiled in June. 1954. 

The outstanding characteristic of Hitchens' work is his use of 
colour and paint: in this respect he stands out among 

hisgenera- 

tion of English artists. For most of them, despite originality, 
invention and vitality, colour is never more than an exquisite but 
unrevibrant stain; a stony, granular opacity; or a brilliancy that 
is toneless and spaceless. For  others, the poet-painters, colour is 
primarily a poetic and not a pictorial device: it is an emotive 
symbol which again is devoid of tonal or  space-creating properties. 
In England Hitchens alone, among his contemporaries, draws 
upon the greatest of modern colourist traditions, that of the 
Fauves; and evinces a grasp of the colourist's problems that is at 

re and intuitively profound. 



C A T A L O G U E 

I BICTON RACE 26 STORM OVER DUNCTON 
2 NUDE—VARIATION ON A THEME (No. 3) 27 F IGURE AGAINST BLUE 
3 LEANING FIGURE 28 APRIL NUDE 
4 VISTA IN MARCH 29 TER WICK MILL—EARLY AUTUMN 
5 FIGURE BY A WINDOW 30 TANGLED POOL (No. 6) 
6 AUTUMN TREES 31 TANGLED POOL (No. 10) 
7 FLOWERS A N D  SUNFLOWERS 32 TREES IN AUTUMN 
8 TWO FIGURES 33 HILL'S EDGE 
9 ALGERIAN WOMAN (No. 3) 34 FLOWER MOTIF (No. 2) 

10 BLEAK SPRING (No. 2) 35 NUDE—VARIATION O N  A T H E M E  (No. 6) 
11 TANGLED POOL (No. 4) 36 LIGHT OVER BRACKEN 
12 DARK BANKS 37 APRIL BRILLIANCE 
13 AUTUMN FLOWERS 38 FLOWER GROUP 
14 DRIVE GATES 39 ROTHER WEIR 
15 LARCH WOOD PATH 40 LARCH TREES 
16 WINTER LANDSCAPE 41 BOAT HOUSE—EARLY MORNING 
17 JUNE STORM 42 TREES A N D  BUSHES 
18 TREES I N  WINTER (No. 2) 43 YELLOW GLADE, No. 2 
19 FLOWERS—DARK DAHLIA 44 DARK GROVE 
20 DAHLIAS A N D  MICHAELMAS DAISIES 45 MILL POOL—COMING STORM 
21 FELLED TREES 46 APRIL SHOWER 
22 CORNER O F  PLANTATION 47 POND LANDSCAPE WITH A N  OPEN DOOR 
23 AUTUMN RIDE 48 FOREST EDGE 
24 ALGERIAN WOMAN (No. 1) 49 T H E  ROAD TO PETWORTH 
25 CORNER O F  A FIELD 50 DIVIDED OAK 
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The grateful thanks of the Empire Ar t  Loan Exhibitions 
Society are due to Mr. Howard Bliss, who has so kindly allowed 
the Society to arrange this exhibition of his collection and who 
has given enthusiastic support to the project. 

Thanks are also due to the Australian Outward Freight Com- 
mittee., for granting special facilities for the shipment of the 
pictures, and to the Port of London Authority for its help. 
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