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Modern Decorative Arts of Japan 
It is said that fine arts of Japan are characterized by the 

beauty of form and the harmony of spirit. It has also been 
said that the suggested world of tranquility created by their 
simple expressions is most superb. Certainly in the East, 
man has been a traditional principle in the life of the people 
to speak of themselves indirectly and unconcernedly through 
the intermediary of nature, and this principle appears to 
be the aesthetic consciousness inherent in the Japanese 
cahracter. 

Koetsu Hon'ami, who is regarded in Japan as the greatest 
artist of the 16th century, manufactured a gold-lacquered 
writing box bearing a design of floating pontoons and a 
bridge. T h e  Japanese people do not look at this simple 
but elegant object of art merely as a writing box for use 
but though it they come in contact with the artist's 

intel- 

lect and his noble character, and they marvel at his exist- 
ence as an intermediary for their appreciation of beauty. 

In short, the principle characteristic of the decorative arts 
of Japan may be said to consist in this kind of spiritualism. 
Hence much value was attached to the producing of a single 
article at a time, from which one could feel the personality 
of its creator. 

Today, the scientific trend of thought in the West has 
greatly improved the way of life, and there are articles in 
this line which are actively mass-produced by machinery. 
On the other hand, however, a renewed recognition of the 
decorative arts as product of high spiritual culture is 

be- 

coming deeper, and this may be considered, as exigencies 
of the times, to be only natural. 

It is not that in modern Japanese decorative arts, hand- 
work is highly appreciated for itself alone, or that it is 

main- 

tained for only by racially nostalgic feelings. The  decorative 
arts have the same artistic aim as painting and engraving, 
and there traditional tecniques are now recognized as plastic 
means of reproducing modern beauty. As In the above 
instance, the works should represent the 1Ii(li\'iduIl 

person- 

ality of the craftsman. 
Of all the products  o f  the Japanese decorative arts, here 

are the choicest works on exhibition. We shall be more 
than happy if they serve to assist the Australian public iii 

r e c o g n i z i n g  a n d  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  modern Japan  and  contri- 
bute to the promotion of friendly relations between .lapiti 
and the Australia. 

A 
President 

M o d e r n  Decora t ive  A r t s  of Japan 



Guide to 1 'isitor.c 

Since olden times, ceramics,  fo r  instance, has attained a 
I level of development, together with the tea ceremony 
and the art of flower arrangement. Pottery and porcelain 
fo rmed  in flames h a v e  a myster ious  beauty,  w h i c h  is in 
perfec t  harmony with t h e  spiritual life of  t h e  Japanese ,  and 
a t  t h e  same time, t h e  ceramic  a r t  is r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  ap- 
propriate  means  fo r  m o d e r n  art is ts  to  express  the i r  own 
thoughts .  Natural ly,  g r e a t  vigor  is displayed in t h e  creative 
activity of  ceramists. 

T h e  technique  o f  t h e  lacquer  a r t  is un ique  to  t h e  East, 
w h e r e  a paint  m a d e  o f  t h e  liquid tapped f r o m  the lacqure 
tree is used. The  warm and humid climatic conditions of 
Japan seem to  have  p romoted  t h e  deve lopment  o f  this  art. 
F o r  lacquer  ware ,  t h o u g h  and durable  b u t  elegant ,  there 
a r e  various techniques  o f  expression,  such a s  gold o r  silver 
lacquer  called " m a k i e "  a n d  lacquer-carving o r  "choshitsu," 
t h e  lat ter  being a t echn ique  to  express  t h e  beau ty  o f  its 
complicated material  w i th  a dignified appearance.  The 
decorat ive effect of  lacquer  a s  a material is very valuable 
f o r  t h e  creation of  m o d e r n  beauty. 

Me ta lwork  h a s  t h r e e  different technicques.  Cas t ing  is to 
p o u r  mel ted meta l  into a mold,  t h e  thchn icque  f o r  wrought 
meta l  is to  f r o m  a n  object  b y  heat ing a me ta l  plate, and 
carv ing  is to  chase  cas t  o r  w r o u g h t  metal  w i th  a graver. 
B y  applying n e w  interpre ta t ions  to  these  techniques ,  and 
b y  tak ing  pa r t  in m o d e r n  archi tec ture ,  me ta lworkers  have 
recently been expanding theis sphere of activity. 

Dyeing and weaving are those decorative arts which 
most directly express what is characteristic of Japanese life. 
Here again, a modern formative sense has been permeat- 

ing. Woodwork and hamboowork, for which abundant 
resources are available, have occupied an important 

posi- 

tion as branches of the decorative arts in Japan, and in 
the beauty of natural materials and in refined techniques 
is unostentatiously expressed the spirit characteristic of the 
Japanese. Glasswork also shows its national characteristics. 
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Lacquer ware 
8 Outsider ODAWARA Noriko 
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11 In the flow ONAGA Tamotsu 
12 Appora h, No .7 TAKITA Akihisa 
13 In a Wood MITANI G -hi 
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Metalworks 

15 May fantasy ENDS Ch 
16 Metal work MIYAKE MdsdllllLhl 
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17 Casting jar Burning Spraur MIYAZAKI Fusae 

18 Light 
19 Image of general 

beauty 
Mir & Misses HDRIGUCHt Mitsuhiko 

' F 



20 

Ceramics 
20 Black and White KATO Hirohi Ic 
21 Whop tower vase A k KAVVAI Se iok I 
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23 Flower vase KATO Kiyoyoki 
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27 Square flower vase ISUJI lakehiko 
S 28 Ceramic work YUSHIDA Sohachi 
S 29 Ceramic work "Sprits'' WATANABE Tozo 
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30 Ceramic flower vase ISHIDA Yosaku 
31 Ceramic work 2 MIZOGAMI Hideji 
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32 70-4-2 YASUHARA Yoshitaka 
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33 Extension to inside MIYASHTA Zenji 
34 Burning Jar MANDAI Shoii 
35 Remaining light YAMAZAKI Akira 

35 36 Work KATO Jun 
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Dyeing & Weaving 
riLSUJA KdLJkLI 

38 Image of How FUJKAWA Motoko 
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39 Dyeing work SLJr3c0 of wa!pr TAKAHASHf Kani 
40 Dyeing work Ffy KIBO Shnich 



41 Dyeing work Vibrating hear UEDA Yasue 
42 Pattern of sky HIROKAWA Seigo 



Dyeing panel UGAI Helen 

KAKIJTOIN Temple KAWADA Kan 



Wood Works 
Bamboo Works 
th Hywrr rir I r r  L Vimwu 
46 Pane UYVA Koki 



47 Leather work UKUBU Fukuku 
48 Memory of Jau&anda 7N0 Yosfiimi 
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